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Introduction

A rural White Paper, released by the Government in November 2000, proposed ‘Parish and
Town Plans’ as part of the measures to be brought in to help create ‘a vibrant countryside’ for
the future. The White Paper outlined the need to help communities to ‘map and safeguard
their most valued features and influence future development plans’. It envisaged that Parish
Plans would help every community to indicate how it would like its town or village to develop,
to identify important facilities and services and to demonstrate how its distinctive character
and features can be preserved.

Parish Plans are intended to be comprehensive in scope, and to give everyone a chance to
say what they think about the social, economic and environmental issues affecting the
community. They should influence local housing and land management strategies, and
should affect the way local services are managed. They will identify which features and local
characteristics people value, and spell out how residents want the community to develop in
the future.

In Coton, after a village meeting organised by the Parish Council, a committee of nine
volunteers was established in early 2004 to work on preparing a Parish Plan for the village. A
questionnaire was designed by the committee, and delivered to all households in Coton in
mid 2005. A total of 327 questionnaires was distributed, of which 234 (70%) completed forms
were returned to the committee. These were analysed, both numerically and according to
groups of similar comments and written suggestions.

A one page questionnaire was also used to get the views of the young people in the village.
In addition, a number of local businesses were consulted for their suggestions, including
Coton Orchard Garden Centre, the University Farm, Altone, and Grays of Cambridge.

The committee would like to thank Stan Rees of Cambridgeshire ACRE for his guidance in
preparing the Plan, Diana Day for her many hours spent processing the questionnaire data,
the Parish Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council for agreeing to fund the printing
costs, and Altone for printing it.

About Coton

Coton is a small village 2% miles West of Cambridge city centre. On the South East of the
Parish the boundary stretches to the outskirts of Cambridge, and on the North to the A1303.
The M11 runs through the East of the Parish.

Derived from the Anglo-Saxon word for cottages, Coton had previous names - Cotys, Kotes,
Coten, the present form appearing in 1382.

Coton became settled because its spring
ensured a supply of water, and the Bin Brook
was a link between Whitwell and Cambridge.

The village was part of the Grantchester Estate,
and as such was dependent on the mother
church of Grantchester. Our own St. Peter's
Church commemorates some 875 years of local
history. The font and chancel are Norman (c.
1125), and the chancel was originally a chapel
to the adjoining Parish of Grantchester.

After a dispute between the Lords of the Manor of Coton and Grantchester, St Peter's
gradually established its independence, but it was not until 1348 that an agreement was
reached that, subject to a fee of 3d. to the Vicar of Grantchester for each burial, the Rector of
Coton could bury parishoners in Coton Churchyard.



In the Middle Ages most of the land in the village belonged to the growing University of
Cambridge. St Catharine’s, Clare, Queens', St. John's and Trinity have all had an interest in
Coton’s land.

St Catharine’s College granted to the rector of Coton an area of land upon which a school
was to be built for 'the children of labouring, manufacturing and other poor classes in the
Parish of Coton'. The school opened in 1848. It was in 1966 that staff and pupils moved into
the new school that exists today.

The population of Coton has grown gradually
since the 16th century when it consisted of
roughly 50 inhabitants in 15 cottages. A
century later the total had risen to 185 in 37
houses. The 19th century saw a national
population explosion; in 1870 the total stood at
340. Such is the success and expansion of
Coton, that the 2001 census recorded 777
people living in the village!

In more recent times, the closure of the John
Barleycorn pub and the loss of the village shop
have been setbacks for the village; however, it
still thrives with a very good school and a
Church valued by all.

The Plough public house has been very successful since reopening and is enjoyed by many.
With the many clubs and activities available to us all, the village remains a great place to live.

Results of the Questionnaire

Household & Population Data

Coton Population 1801 -2001

The returns accounted for 581 people living in
Coton. This can be compared to the 2001
census figures of 777 people living in 322
households. 600

This graph shows how the population has o
increased over the last 200 years. 20

The age profile for Coton according to the
questionnaire returns agrees well with the 2001 1001 1051 1901
census. Source www visionsofbritein.org uk

1961 2001

About 5% of the village population is aged less than 5 years, with 26% attending full time
education, 48% of employment age, and 21% aged 65 years or older.

According to the questionnaire returns on tenure, 79% of households are in owner-occupied
dwellings (compared to the 2001 census figure of 69.3%), and 19% in rented accommodation
(11% local authority). The returns show that the majority of the dwellings in Coton (60%)
have been built since 1950, 28% between 1900 and 1950, and 11% before 1900.
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Length of Time Living in Coton This chart ShOWS how |0ng
%% - people have lived in Coton:
according to the returns, 24% of
families have lived here for
2% 1 fewer than 6 years.

20% of people work from home,
10% 1 compared to the figure of 13%
o H H l__| in the 2001 census, which also

reported 17 unemployed people
0% out of 381 'economically active'
Lmz\han 6t010 11to156 16t020 211025 261030 311035 35t040 Over40 people in the 16 tO 74 age

Years Living in Coton range.

Why do families choose to live in Coton? Likes and Dislikes

Respondents were able to give several reasons why they choose to live in Coton. The
largest response given was that people like living in a village (54%). Other reasons were to
work in the area (49%), for family reasons (41%), the availability of housing (19%), and to
retire here (11%). 10% of the responses were given by people born in Coton.

The question 'What do you like about Coton?’ elicited a large number of responses, the most
significant being proximity to Cambridge (65%). The village atmosphere and community spirit
are important features for over 40% of respondents. Other features which score relatively
high (ie mentioned in at least 10 questionnaires) include the rural location, the good school,
the quietness, lack of through traffic, proximity to motorways, the cycle path, the low crime
rate, and the Recreation Ground and Green.

The biggest dislikes are the lack of a shop near the village centre (83 responses) and traffic
noise from the M11 and other roads (70 responses). The other main dislikes, with more than
20 grouped responses, are noise from the rifle range; traffic in the village - passing through,
related to the school, or speeding; the poor public transport service; and insufficient or poor
facilities for sports and young people.







